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In the Claims: 

Please amend the application as set forth below: 
Claims 1-19 (previously cancelled) 



20. (newly amended) A tissue sampling apparatus, comprising: 

a body having a primary lumen for receiving a tissue sample, and having a distal end 
a proximal end, and a longitudinal axis extending from sa ld proximal end to said distal end- 

relrtJlo^S^ ^ ^ ^ movabte b ° th dlSt ^ *" d P— "y 

a flexible band havmg an opening disposed therein and said flexihl, 

^s^^e^^^ss a distal end of said tissue sampling apparatus and movab, 
iorsevenna ^ n p P n i n£ ) ,„ |1|u iJ j ] c |( hf . ro ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

a distal end of a se»4 tissue sample received in said primary lnm^n 



IS 



21. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 20, wherein 
said body comprises an outer sheath, and said cutter is disposed within said outer sheath. 

22. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited m Claim 21, wherein 
said cutter is selectively rotatable. 

23. ( pre viously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 21, and 
further comprising an actuator disposed proximally of said body. 

24. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recked m Claim 23, wherein 
said actuator comprises a trigger for axially retracting and extending said cutter. 



25.(prev,ously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 24 wherein 
sa ld tngger also moves said band in order to move said opening relative to said distal cutting 



26.(previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 23, wherein 
said actuator comprises a trigger for selectively rotating said cutter. 



Jun 16 03 09:53a Linda Han^i 513-337-84^9 P-4 

Serial No. 09/894,356 

27. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 23, wherein 
said actuator comprises a cam nut for axially retracting and extending said cutter. 

28. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 27, wherein 
said cam nut also moves said band in order to move said opening relative to said distal 
cutting edge. 

29. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 20, wherein 
said body lumen is sized to accommodate a plurality of tissue samples. 

30. (newly amended) A tissue sampling apparatus, comprising: 

a body having a primary lumen for receiving a tissue sample, and having a distal end, 
a proximal end, and a longitudinal axis extending from said proximal end to said distal end; 
and 

a flexible severing element . said flexible severing element being wrap ped a hn,„ 
hnving an open i ng disposed th o r ni n ind exte n di n g u c.u . s a distal end of said tissue sampling 
3pparatUS ' and said flexihle severing element being mov a ble relative to said primary l,,men 
said opening being movable nhtivo to said bod y in order to sever a distal end of said tissue 

sample. 

31. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 30, and 
further comprising an actuator disposed proximally of said body. 

32. (newly amended) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 31, wherein 
said actuator is adapted to move said severing element m urder to movo mid opening rolau ^ 
to said body . 

33. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 31, wherein 
said actuator comprises a trigger. 



34. (previously added) The tissue sampling apparatus as recited in Claim 31, wherein 
said actuator comprises a cam nut. 
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35. (previous added) The .issue samphng apparatus as recited in Cairn 30. and 
further compnsing a cutter having a d,s.al cutnng edge and being movabie both distaliy and 

proximally relative to said body. 

36. (previous,,, added) The .issue sampling apparatus as reared in Cairn 30 and 
further comprising a probe fitting having an aperture which commun.ca.es with said primary 
lumen, said probe fitting being configured to receive a sensing probe for iocating a lesion in a 

patient s body. 

37 (cancelled) 



38 (cancelled) 



apparatus havmg a tissue receiving lumen, the method compnsing the sJps of: 



cutting along a length of a tissue mass to prov.de a partially severed tissue sample 
core; ^ 

positioning said partially severed tissue sampie core in said lumen- and 
conveying a flexib.c cutter around a distal end of said nssue reccving ,ume„ to sever 

the distal end of the tissue sample core. 

40. (newly added,. The method of C,a, m 39 further comprising the step of stonng mulnple 
discrete severed tissue samples within said lumen. 



